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and London must be of great size. Neither time nor money must be spared in her construction and equipment. The engineering must be sound and comprehensive, and the work of the constructor must adhere strictly to plans and specifications. No second rate talent, no haphazard methods, will suffice. The engine-equipment must yield great power, and must be so planned and installed that the operation of the motors shall be as sure and certain as in a modern steamship. The fuel-carrying capacity of the ship must be very large, and her reserve of buoyancy and energy ample to provide a prudent margin against unfavorable conditions of wind and weather.
In the following pages is given the outline of an airship designed to make the voyage from New York to London, or vice versa, in four days, with neutral winds; in two and one-half or three days with favorable air currents; in five or six days with some adverse winds. This is a much larger and more powerful and costly ship than would be required merely to make a demonstration. It is such a ship as would at least have a chance to carry demonstration and experiment 'forward into the field of actual commercial and regular service, since it is a craft designed to carry fifty or sixty passengers each voyage^ in addition to the crew.